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YT was a known Saying of King ames, That it 
_ Was in vain to talk to a Nation poifon'’d with Sedi- 
tion, and therefore he wert away and left them, 
till they fhould (as his Majefty fuppos d) return 
eir Senfes : The Cafe is Ours again now; for 
1 we are {peaking of the Pretender, we may fay 
Nation is Poijon’d with Sedition, and running 
long to their own Ruin, to bring in Popery and 
Government upon them; only T muft differ 

| King James's Politicks in this, the Way is not 
iv ethem over, and go from them, but rather to 
, and perfuade, and talk Reafon with them and 


ir Underftanding and Senfes. 
f this End, J have hitherto talk’d to other Peo- 
whofe Duty and Bulinefs, mere this a Day where- 
in were difpos'd to do God and their Country any 
, would be to apply themfelyes to the molt 
lary Work, of Enlightening and Intorming the 
ed People, and who ought to Argue and Rea- 
‘it them, concerning Popery andthe Pretender: 
las ! this is not an Age, when Men can fpare 
to Engagein any Work of {0 publick an Ad- 
age 5 nay, it isan Age, wherein we are lo tir 
making ourlelyes Ufeful to undeceive others, 
Ne are molt willing and fond to be deceiv’d our- 
* Our Party-Feuds, our Perfonal-Prejudices, 
articular Refentments, take up all our Time ; 
( forget, or omit, to look out for the Encroach- 
-and Advantages, which the Enemy all this 
até making of us, and upon us: Thus we a- 
uirfejves, with crying out the Miniftry are for 
tender, the Queen is for the Pretender, and the 
ment will bring inthe Pretender 5 alas! will ye 
tit, if fome care be rot immediately taken, it 
ckly be faid alfo, the People are for the Preten- 
where are we then? Wherefore, tho’ none 
k fit todo your Duty, I'll do mine; and 
rou will not talk to the poor deluded People, I 
and if they will be ftill blind, it may be your 
hut it hall not be mine; wherefore I, now ad- 
elfto the good People of Great Britam in 


Pret) 


lem, and if it he poffible, to reftore them again 
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I will not fay, as fome do, that twelve Hundred 
Popifh Priefts are Landed here trom Abroad, and 
have feparated themfelves over the whole Kingdom, 
in order to fpread the Poifon of the Pretender ; I can- 
not be certain as to the Number, tho’ I believe there 
are a great many ; but if you fhould ask me concern- 
ing the Number ofthofe, who having themfelves ab- 
jur’d him, are yet bufe over the whole Nation to re- 
commend him to the People, I believe many Thou- 
fand of thofe Perjur’d Wretches are now among 
you. , 

To you, then, good People, who are amus’d about 
the Pretender, when they cant about his Illegitimae 
cy not being prov’d, when they tell you of his being 
turn’d Proteftant, when you hear of the Juftice in 
your Neighbourhood, that drinks his Health; the 
Parfon that Toafts him under borrowed Names, and 
by Innuendo prays for him, do yourtelves the kind- 
nefs, but to ask thofe Gentlemen the Queftion, Pray, 
Sir, have you not abjur’d him? Vf he faysno, enquire 
how he came tobea [ultice of Peace, a Soldier in the 
Army, ora Parfonin the Parith? And ifhe fays he 
has Abjur’d him, ask him how he can talk of his Le- 
gitimacy, drink his Health, and the like ? 

Wasever poorDeluded Nation foReligioufly mock’d 
as this ? What dothete People think of Oaths ? Alas, 
an Abjuration isa quite different Thing from an 
Osth of Allegiance ; when you fwear TO a Prince 
it isone Thing, and that Oath has been determin’d to 
be of no Force, when that Prince can no longer pof- 
fefsthe Sovereignty ; but to fwear againit a Prince is 
quite another Thing; there you promife peaceable 
Behaviour, and it is accepted in the ufual manner, but 
here you call God to Witnefs, that you never will 
fubmit to him, and that he has no manner of Right 
to demand it. From whence I Argue, That altho’ Al- 
legiance may be tran{pos'd from one Prince to ano- 
ther, as Countries and Cities change Mafters 5 as 
frequent in the Cafe of Towns being taken and retaken 
in Flanders, where ihe Inbabitants almays take an Cath 
t0 the Poffeffor ; yet when once a Nation wears, and 
calls God to Witnel3, that they will never Submit or 


Confent to be govern’d by fuch or fucha Prince, fuch 
all an 


an Oath can never be difpenfed with, no, not the 
Pope himfelfcan abfolve from it; but that Nation 
ftands Conviéted of the worft fort of Perjury, nor 
can any Argument be brought, to palliate or excufe 
it——Let the Guilty confider this. 

Now let our People but’confider, this Perfon we 
call the Pretender, isthe very fame we have all Ab- 
jur’d ; you have lifted up your Hand to God, and 
{worn by him that liveth for ever, that this very 
Man fhall never Reign over you How will ye 

ms come of of this Oath ? It is not a common Oath of 
; Allegiance, that ends with any National Revoluti- 
on; no, itis a folemn Renouncing for ever your Al- 
legiance to him, and calling God to Witnefs againft 
your Perjury, if ever you doit. 

Not ail the Devils in Hell, nor all the fefuctes on 
Earth, can contrive a fhift for you to get of of this 
Oath Not the cunningelt Sophifter under Hea- 
ven can bring you out; you cannot fay it wasa force 
upon you, for you {wear init, that you do it freely,vo- 
luntarily, and of your owa Choice 3 you cannot pretend 
‘the Death of the Queen quits you of it, for it is not 
anOath to her, but againf? bim; nothing can abfolve 
you from it, there is not one hole to creep out at, 
nothing to vacate the Obligation, unlefs you will all 
an Pe get the Pope to abfolve you,tand difpenfe 
with it. ey . 

4 Thus National Perjury is the frft Thing that muft 
attend your bringing in the Pretender ;. National A- 

_ -poltacy isthe next, for the Pretender and Popery are 
_ the fame Thing ; they fay he will renounce Popery 
_ they tell us a Story in Scotland of a'folemn Promife a 
__-€€rtain King made to his Maker, when another ftood 

_ -upand faid, Good Lord, do not believe him, for I ken 
bm better than ye.do, whether that was Prophane or 
‘no, this may be well faid to the People of England: 
as _ Believe no.Popifh Converfions, we were Cheated fo 
once before, with a King, -vho call’d himfelf a Pro- 
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teftant many Years, bu 
ny Ways was this Nation Ruin’d by h 
They fay the Pretender will turn Prote 
why then are all the Papz/ts in England for th 
ing him in? Doye think they would fide ' 
i ate? For fuch they muit account hi 
ould they be for one that fhould for 
Church, a6 Revolt to Herefie ? They woul 
be for a few as fuch a King-——— But they kn 
enough what fuch Converfion means, what it 
and how far it will extend. ; 


Wherefore, good People, depend upon thi: 
to receive the Pretender, and to receive Pope 
very fame Thing, and no appearing Changein 
Perfon, can give Satisfaétion in that particular. _ 

National Difhonour comes next ; the Shame | 
blinded Infatuated People, a Nation that | 
drawn into a Snare before your Faces; W 
calPd Fools firt, and then made Fools? T: 
more Svttifh than the Fowls of the Air, the 
faysofthem, Surely in vain is the Net fpre 
fight of any Bird, but this Net is {pread in yc 
and yet yourun headlongintoit. _— 

Laftly, why allthis yielded to a baffled 
Enemy, that has try’d 24 Years to beat you 
and cannot do it? An Enemy have 
fo low, that fome fay it is not fafe to let him be 
any lower; and. will you let him Mafter'v 
Has he fought thefe 20 Years to bring in the 
der,and all in vain,and fhall he wheedle you 
doit your felves? This would be very har 
are fome of the Things I would have had th 
of Britain to confider before they fuffer themfel 
be drawn in, to join with the Pretender, 
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